


Social Communicative Competency (SCC)
The SCC curriculum was designed by a team of 
experts and centers around our core learning 
components of perspective taking, understanding 
the motives of others, growing safe and rewarding 
relationships, and managing the social 
expectations of others. This part of the curriculum 
teaches students how to problem-solve social 
communication breakdowns, and how to consider 
the perspective of others. Expressive and receptive 
language is targeted to improve conversation. 
With experienced speech-language pathologists 
trained in Social Thinking on staff, our social 
communication curriculum is taught in classrooms 
at the University of Arizona, in small-group settings, 
one-on-one on the Chapel Haven West campus, and 
is reinforced across community settings. A unique 
feature of our curriculum enrolls our students for 
two years in a college level, credit-earning SCC 
class offered through the  University of Arizona and 
held on the UofA campus. The course is taught by 
graduate-level clinicians in the University’s Speech, 
Language, and Hearing Sciences Department 
under the direction of Chapel Haven West speech 
language pathologists.

Self-Determination
An important component of the curriculum 
which is blended into all instruction is 
self-determination. We teach our students how 
to set achievable goals and make choices that 
will have a positive outcome, to be assertive at 
appropriate times, and to interact with others in 
a socially competent manner.  Monitoring screen 
time is one of these goals and a choice we urge our 
students to make.

Independent Living 
Students have the option to move into apartments in 
the Chapel Haven West residential building. Chapel 
Haven West students are taught the day-to-day 
skills necessary for independent living either as 
residents, or in our teaching-apartment settings as 
day or hybrid students. Areas of instruction include 
administering medication, laundry, grocery shop-
ping, budgeting, meal preparation and apartment 
maintenance. A Wellness Coordinator works with 
students on nutritious meal planning, healthy eating 
habits, sleep hygiene, exercise routines, and healthy 
lifestyles. Our students enjoy memberships to the 
UofA Campus Recreation Center, where they can 
also access personal training, martial arts classes, 
pick-up basketball games, and indoor track.


